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NEVADA CLAY GUILD 
 TO INSPIRE EXCELLENCE AND GROWTH IN CLAY ART THROUGH EDUCATION, 

EXHIBITIONS AND A COOPERATIVE SPIRIT 

 

 

 

VICTORIA 

CHRISTEN 

WORKSHOP 
   

  The Nevada Clay Guild will offer a 

hands-on workshop by Oregon 

ceramic artist Victoria Christen on 

May 15-17, 2015. The event will be 

held at Mission Hills Pottery in 

Henderson, NV. We still have spots 

available. The price of $175.00 

includes a three day session, lunch, 

and decorating slips.  

To register go to 

http://www.nevadaclayguild.org/ 

  Victoria will focus on using slips 

and oxides in ceramic decorating. 

She will also demonstrate throwing 

parts that can be assembled into 

pots. Friday evening will include a 

slide lecture on her work. 

Participants should bring 2-3 pieces 

of their own greenware for Saturday 

and Sunday. 

PRESIDENTS PEN 

  Recently, Alison Manville (NCG’s activities chair) and 

I spent the day staffing a Guild table at Aardvark & 

Zebra’s open house. It was a pretty simple setup. We 

had the Guild poster spread out on the table, along 

with information about our upcoming 3-day workshop 

and library show.  We also had cupcakes and a small 

25th birthday cake. Our hope was that we could get 

word out about the workshop (Victoria Christen at 

Mission Hills Pottery) and maybe catch a few Guild 

members and give them application forms for the West 

Sahara Library Show. 

  While we were accomplishing both those goals, we 

met some pretty interesting people. I spent the day 

listening to many people who are passionate about 

clay.  In addition to speaking with Guild members, I 

spoke with artists who belong to local ceramics clubs in 

the local Sun City communities, the Hawaii Potters 

Guild in Honolulu, and the Virgin Valley Artists 

Association in Mesquite. It was a day filled with 

interesting and invigorating conversations, and 

reminded me how energizing it can be to get out of the 

studio and interact with others, look at other artwork, 

consider different ideas.  

  Most importantly, it reminded me what a wonderfully 

creative group of people comprise the membership of 

our guild right here in the Las Vegas area. I see so 

many unique visions among you; the desire and the 

dedicated effort to excel in your craft and creative 

expression is evident at every turn. The Nevada Clay 

Guild is an amazing collective! 
~Rita Lambros 

 

 

http://www.nevadaclayguild.org/


 

EMPTY BOWLS RESULTS 

  The Empty Bowl fundraiser at Green Valley High 

School netted $24,654 for the Catholic Worker Soup 

Kitchens. $15,675 of that total came from bowls. Thank 

you to all Guild members who donated bowls and their 

time to make this such a fruitful event!   

     ~Rita Lambros 

 

Above: Shipra Dee, Kelly McLendon, Yasmine Redding, and Kareen 

Balch take a break from organizing the Silent Auction table 

 
 

 

 

 

       About  

         The Editor 
   

  My name is Jennifer Murphy and I 

am the new editor of the Nevada 

Clay Guild newsletter. I am so 

excited to have connected with 

such a great group of people with 

similar interests and goals. I hope I 

can do my part to help bring the 

Las Vegas world of ceramics a 

place to go to communicate and 

share. 

  I am from Oregon, but have 

resided in Las Vegas for about 5 

years. I have been a part of several 

pottery programs including Pottery 

West, Aardvark, and Henderson 

Multigenerational Center. I 

currently have a pottery studio in 

my home and enjoy wheel thrown 

porcelain and oxidation firing at a 

range of cone 5-10. I have a great 

pottery supportive husband of 10 

years and three dogs who are my 

constant companions around the 

studio. 

  I would love to be able to use the 

newsletter to help keep the Las 

Vegas valley connected and 

growing with new ideas and 

current events. So if you have 

events you are going to, pottery 

ideas you would like to share, or 

any great info, please feel free to 

email me! 

jennmurphypottery@gmail.com  

Founded in 1990, the Nevada Clay 

Guild is a non-profit organization 

incorporated under the laws of the 

State of Nevada.  Donations to the 

guild are tax-deductible 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

DIANE SAGAN 

NICKI COMPTON 

JENNIFER MURPHY 

MIKE WALTERS 

BILL BURRIS 



  

Ninth Annual Member 

Exhibit: 

“All About Clay” 

 

  We are happy to host the upcoming Library Exhibit this 

year at Sahara West Art Gallery, 9600 West Sahara, Las 

Vegas, from May 21, 2015 to July 21, 2015.  This is the 

25th year for the Clay Guild and the ninth exhibit.   We are 

looking forward to having everyone participate from 

beginners to advanced and professional artists.  

  We will be able to accept at least one entry from each 

artist and as space allows, a second piece.  This is a guild 

membership function and there are no prizes 

involved.  There is a $10 entry fee for up to two pieces of 

work. The entry form and rules for display will be emailed 

to Guild members.  

  We are looking forward to seeing all the beautiful entries 

we exhibit each year.  If you have any questions, please feel 

free to contact me at 702-646-6631 or bbalch@cox.net.    

Kareen Balch, Exhibit Chair 

Important Dates for Library Exhibit 

Postmarked entry: Tuesday, May 12, 2015 

Drop Off:  Wednesday, May 20, 10:30 a.m. - 

Noon 

Reception: Thursday, May 21, 5 - 6:30 p.m. 

Pickup at end of exhibit: Wednesday, July 

22, 2015, Noon - 1:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

TIPS AND TRICKS 
   

HAVING AN INSPIRATION 

WALL 

 

  Staring at a blank wall can leave 

your mind blank after a while!! We 

get so many great ideas that it gets 

hard to remember them all. Not 

with an inspiration wall! Simply cut 

out pictures of ceramic ideas you 

want to pursue, color combinations 

or patterns you want to try, and 

photos of inspiring scenes from 

nature (sunsets, birds, flowers, etc.) 

and let your mind take a moment to 

reflect upon them to inspire you 

with your next project. 

 

ORGANIZE!! 

 

  Whether you have a collection of 

underglazes, glazes, or lining 

bottles, there is a simple way to 

organize: 

 Underglazes fit on most shelving 

units sold for nail polishes. Double-

check the dimensions to make sure, 

as different makers of these shelves 

do offer a variety of widths.   

   Glazes can be terraced on an 

expandable shelf used for cans in 

pantries. The great thing about this 

is that the shelf can be expanded to 

fit your shelf. 

 

-Anonymous Clay Guild Member 

 

Please feel free to send anonymous 

questions or tips and tricks for the 

next newsletter to: 

jennmurphypottery@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
  
 

https://3c-lxa.mail.com/mail/client/mail/mailto;jsessionid=8F41D9ABAF15852C3692CD5ADE1C0B07-n1.lxa02b?to=bbalch%40cox.net


  



Looking for a new glaze or slip?  

Check out Amy Kline’s new cone  

7-10 reduction and oxidation 

products! Now being featured at 

various shows and available for 

purchase online. 

                      Klineporcelaingallery.com 

ADDRESS CHANGE            

Notify Annemarie Kubicek 

at    702-240-1944 or 

kubiceka@cox.net 

NEVADA CLAY GUILD 

CONTACTS 
   

WEB SITE: http://www.nevadaclayguild.org/ 

President Rita Lambros  

702-489-9767 rlambros@email.com 

Vice President Michelle Gomez-Houk 

702-476-6250 Michelle.Houk@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Resident Business Agent  

Audrey Asselin  702-499-2958 

squarepigpottery@cox.net 

Membership Annemarie Kubicek  

702-240-1944 kubiceka@cox.net 

Empty Bowls Donna Potter   

702-558-3417 dkpotter@cox.net 

Newsletter Jennifer Murphy  

702-817-2841 jennmurphypottery@gmail.com 

Activities Alison Manville 

702-647-8749 vistawinds@gmail.com 

Web Master Amy Dawson 

702-588-2489 Amy.dawson423@gmail.com 

 

  

CLASSIFIEDS 
 

Aardvark & Zebra Clay, Ceramics & Glass 

6230 Kimberly Ave, Las Vegas, NV                    

Tue-Fri 10-6, Sat 9-2 For Further details and 

current class info.                    Call 702-451-9898 

Clay Arts Vegas 

Offers adult, family and youth classes, and special 

events. Open studio every day.                          

Store hours: Mon-Sat 9-9, Sun 11-6                                                      

1511 S. Main St, Las Vegas, NV    702-375-4147 

Professional Photography Services 

If you need professional photographs of your 

artwork for exhibitions, shows, promo material 

such as business cards, postcards, etc., please 

contact Kelly McLendon at 702-465-3388 to discuss 

your project. 

Need Pottery Equipment? 

Amy Kline has pottery equipment for sale on her 

website at : klineporcelaingallery.com 

Have something to sell, work to advertise, show 

to promote…Feel free to email 

jennmurphypottery@gmail.com with your ad! 

 

http://www.nevadaclayguild.org/
mailto:Michelle.Houk@gmail.com
mailto:squarepigpottery@cox.net
mailto:kubiceka@cox.net
mailto:dkpotter@cox.net
mailto:jennmurphypottery@gmail.com
mailto:vistawinds@gmail.com
mailto:jennmurphypottery@gmail.com


  

WHATS GOING ON IN AND AROUND LAS VEGAS 

 

 

Clay Arts Las Vegas Workshops 

Location: Las Vegas, NV 

Mike Olson : The Birth of an Idea June 6&7 $145.00 

Sandy Blain : Hand building with found texture September 5&6 $145.00 

Angel Brame : Focus on Functional November 7&8 $145.00 

 

Aardvark Santa Anna Workshops 

Location: Santa Anna, CA 

Kazegama Firing with Steve Davis June 13-14 $125.00 

 

Aardvark & Zebra Clay, Ceramics & Glass 

Location: Las Vegas, NV 

2nd Tuesday’s: 10am-1pm William Pulse will be teaching different techniques $10.00 per session 

Fun Night/Date Night Glass Fusing: 6:30-9:30pm, May 1, 15, June 5,26  $42.00 per class 

 

 

Sawdust Art Festival’s 49th Annual Summer Show 

Location: Laguna Beach, CA 

Friday, June 26 through Sunday, August 30, 2015; open 10 a.m.-10 p.m. daily 

 

If you know of any upcoming events feel free to email: jennmurphypottery@gmail.com 

 

ART ENABLES US 

TO LOSE OURSELVES 

AND FIND OURSELVES 

AT THE SAME TIME 

-Thomas Merton 



 

 


