
AWARDS AND ARTIST RECOGNITION 

Donna Potter, Michelle Houk, Amy Kline, and Man Hue Duong were featured in “Art from the Earth”, 

an article about potters in Nevada, written by John Seelmeyer. You can find this article in the May-June 

edition of “Nevada Magazine”. The link to the article online is 

http://nevadamagazine.com/home/inside-the-magazine/wide-open/art-from-the-earth/    
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

Jennifer Murphy, Newsletter Editor               CELEBRATING 25 YEARS                               Summer 2015 

NEVADA CLAY GUILD 
 TO INSPIRE EXCELLENCE AND GROWTH IN CLAY ART THROUGH EDUCATION, 

EXHIBITIONS AND A COOPERATIVE SPIRIT 

 

 

 

Thursday, August 6, 2015 6:30-9pm                                                                           

GENERAL MEETING & 25 YEAR CELEBRATION!! 

Location: Glazier Marketplace 2nd Floor Meeting Room; 8525 W Warm Springs Rd. Las Vegas, NV 89113 

You may bring food to the meeting that is purchased in the store below. The Guild will have anniversary 

cupcakes. We would like to create a 12 month calendar of events. At this meeting we would like your 

feedback so that we can accomplish this. We are looking at ideas for meetings, workshops, community 

involvement, sales and shows. Would you like to host a meeting? Do you have a workshop idea? (If so, do 

you have contact info, artist info, etc, to put this together?) What specific activities would you like to see at 

our meetings? Community activities? Fund raising idea? Please bring t the meeting as this will help the 

board create a calendar and budget for the coming year. WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU! 

Valorie Scherr has work on display 

at the juried exhibit, “Serve It Up,” at 

Clay Arts Vegas 

 

 

Janice Musante 

and Alan Graef 

received awards at 

the Celebrating 

Life! Exhibit. 

Janice received 

first place and 

Alan received 3rd. 

Both will be in the 

Winners Circle at 

City of Las Vegas 

in August. 

 

 

https://3c-lxa.mail.com/mail/client/dereferrer?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fnevadamagazine.com%2Fhome%2Finside-the-magazine%2Fwide-open%2Fart-from-the-earth%2F


 
 

Victoria Christen Workshop 

 

The NGC presented a hand’s on workshop May 15-17 with featured artist Victoria 

Christen. The workshop was held at Mission Hills Pottery. A very special and sincere “thank 

you” to Donna & John for accommodating our last minute relocation. Thanks to our food 

committee we had a fabulous homemade lunch and snacks each day.  

 

Friday evening Victoria arrived to a wine reception. She shared her history and 

development as an artist with a slide show of her ever evolving work. The airline had 

done their best to destroy the pieces she had brought (greenware) for the workshop. She 

simply laughed at the situation and made the best of it. She discussed the plan for the 

weekend and completed at wheel demo for us.  

 

Saturday morning we all arrived ready to get to work! Victoria explained her process and 

had samples of the steps she uses to achieve her signature pieces. Victoria had also 

brought along several pieces that had recently been displayed in a museum show for us 

to see her technique up close. We all hit the slip buckets and got right into it. All along 

Victoria shared her approach and offered suggestions while we dipped, wiped, and 

sloshed slip, well almost everywhere! Several attendees brought every velvet and cover 

coat they had and invited everyone to use them as they pleased. We all shared ideas 

and had a wonderful day.  

 

Sunday we started right back up. Finishing some piece’s, some had thrown pieces 

overnight and started on new ideas. Victoria was a wonderful guide through our journey. 

Mid-day we did some brush stroke exercise’s, that took a lot of us “outside” our comfort 

zone. We all laughed and enjoyed the experience. Later that afternoon Victoria shared 

with us how to make your own brushes, and had the material available for those of us 

who wanted to make their own.  

 

I wish all of you could have joined us for the weekend. It was a marvelous learning 

experience. 

 

Sincerely, 

Alison Manville 

Activity Chair  



A SUCCESSFUL VICTORIA CHRISTEN WORKSHOP! 
 



NEVADA CLAY GUILD 

CONTACTS 
   

WEB SITE: http://www.nevadaclayguild.org/ 

President Rita Lambros  

702-489-9767 rlambros@email.com 

Vice President Michelle Gomez-Houk 

702-476-6250 Michelle.Houk@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Resident Business Agent  

Audrey Asselin  702-499-2958 

squarepigpottery@cox.net 

Membership Annemarie Kubicek  

702-240-1944 kubiceka@cox.net 

Empty Bowls Donna Potter   

702-558-3417 dkpotter@cox.net 

Newsletter Jennifer Murphy  

702-817-2841 jennmurphypottery@gmail.com 

Activities Alison Manville 

702-647-8749 vistawinds@gmail.com 

Web Master Amy Dawson 

702-588-2489 Amy.dawson423@gmail.com 

 

A Note From    

The Editor 
 

Well we have all almost survived another 

hot Nevada summer! I’m sure we will all 

be thankful when we can open our studio 

doors and get outside a little more! 

 I find that having a home studio 

has its pros and cons. It is sometimes a 

challenge to stay focused and not get 

distracted or get in an unproductive rut. I 

have found what really helps me to stay 

focused is having a monthly dry erase 

board. I have two sections on each day of 

the month. One I fill out at the start of each 

week with what I hope to accomplish each 

day, and the other column I fill out at the 

end of the day with what I actually 

accomplished.(Yes, some days I have 

nothing to fill out on that side…). At the 

end of each month I am able to look back at 

my day to day studio productions and 

push myself to strive harder or set different 

goals, and occasionally pat myself on the 

back. I have found that this is a way to stay 

positive by viewing all I have done and 

also stay focused with daily goals. 

 Well I hope to see you all soon, 

each day is yours and yours alone, make it 

great. Jenn Murphy 

jennmurphypottery@gmail.com  

“The first step to getting 

somewhere is to decide 

that you are not going to 

stay where you are” 

  --- 

http://www.nevadaclayguild.org/
mailto:Michelle.Houk@gmail.com
mailto:squarepigpottery@cox.net
mailto:kubiceka@cox.net
mailto:dkpotter@cox.net
mailto:jennmurphypottery@gmail.com
mailto:vistawinds@gmail.com


  

Founded in 1990, the Nevada Clay 

Guild is a non-profit organization 

incorporated under the laws of the 

State of Nevada.  Donations to the 

guild are tax-deductible 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

Jane Asari 

CLASSIFIEDS 
 

Aardvark & Zebra Clay, Ceramics & Glass 

6230 Kimberly Ave, Las Vegas, NV                    

Tue-Fri 10-6, Sat 9-2 For Further details and 

current class info.                    Call 702-451-9898 

Clay Arts Vegas 

Offers adult, family and youth classes, and special 

events. Open studio every day. Store hours: Mon-

Sat 9-9, Sun 11-6                                                      

1511 S. Main St, Las Vegas, NV    702-375-4147 

Professional Photography Services 

If you need professional photographs of your 

artwork for exhibitions, shows, promo material 

such as business cards, postcards, etc., please 

contact Kelly McLendon at 702-465-3388 to discuss 

your project. 

Supplies For Sale 

Several canvas’s, clayboard, beads, easel,(one 

free), frames, mats with plastic covering, silk 

screens, and other misc. items. Located at 

Cheyenne/Durango area. Please contact Ruth 

Lastuvka at 702-396-0185 or ruth.82@live.com 

Glaze Mixing Not For You? 

Are you missing that beautiful Tenmoku or that 

lovely glass-like celadon glaze you once used? Do 

you want a special colored slip? Let me mix it for 

you. I am offering a mixing service for small batch 

(typically 5 lb.) dry glazes. I can use your recipe or 

I have many on file already. Please contact Suann 

Lester at (702) 379-1583 for an estimate. 

Have something to sell, work to advertise, show 

to promote…Feel free to email 

jennmurphypottery@gmail.com with your ad! 

 

Just a reminder, membership dues 

expire July 31, please renew for 

2016 if you haven’t already! 

WEB SITE: http://www.nevadaclayguild.org/ 

 

ith your ad! 
Bill’s Kiln Service & Repair 

-Specializing in all aspects of kiln repair 

-Gas & Electric kilns 

-Ceramic kiln & glass kilns 

-Kiln hook ups 

-All manufacturers 

For more information please visit our website 

www.kilnrepairlv.com or  call at (702) 353-3130 
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Tip 1: Make a Wedging Wire 

The wedging wire is just like your wire tool, but it's attached to your wedging table to make cutting and wedging clay faster. 

All you need to make one is: 

 a 2 by 4 (about 4'5” long) 

 2 eye screws 

 a turnbuckle 

 Picture hanging wire. 

Cut two 24” pieces of 2x4 (or cut them to the depth of your wedging table, mine is 24” deep) then make a brace by cutting the 

ends off of a smaller piece at 45 degree angles to make a trapezoid. Attach one 24” 2x4 to the top of your wedging table with 

wood screws, attach the other 24” 2x4 to the far end of that at a 90 degree angle and attach the brace to both at the joint for 

support. 

Next, screw in your eye-screws at either end. Tie your hanging wire to the bottom eye-screw by threading the end through the 

eye, then wrap it around the rest of the wire 5 times, loop it back through the base of the knot at the eye-screw and then loop it 

again through the loop you just made then pull it tight. Tie the turnbuckle to the other eye-screw using the same knot and finally 

tie off the wire attached to the bottom eye-screw to the turnbuckle, again using the same knot. 

As you use the wedging wire it will stretch out, which is why we include the turnbuckle to tension it again when it starts to sag. 

Tip 2: Make a Throwing Gauge 

When you are making multiples of the same piece, you want a way to measure for accuracy. Rulers can work well for a while, 

but can get covered in clay and become unreadable quickly. This throwing gauge is a quick reference that you won’t ever have to 

move or handle while throwing. 

To make it you will need: 

 2 wooden dowels (one around 3/4”-1”, the other 1/4”) 

 2 blocks of wood (I just used a scrap of 2x4 from the last tip and leftover 1x6 from a different project) 

 a carriage bolt and a wing-nut 

 some drill bits 

THIS MONTHS TIPS AND TRICKS 

BROUGHT TO YOU BY: 



Drill holes the diameter of your wider dowel through the center of both wooden blocks.  Turn one block (in my case the 2x4) on 

its side and drill a hole the diameter of your narrow dowel on one side and then a hole to fit your carriage bolt on the other (I 

recommend drilling these against the grain of the wood, otherwise you will risk breaking it later), next use a saw to cut a notch 

from the outside all the way to the hole made for the large dowel (I used a skill saw and I do not recommend the skill saw), 

cutting through the hole made for the carriage bolt. The block with 3 holes in it will now be able to move freely (or be held in 

place by the bolt and wing-nut) on the large dowel, which will stand on the other block, its base. The narrow dowel will be held 

in the moving block and its end will hang out over the wheel head. 

Using the gauge is simple; either adjust the height to a pre-determined measurement, or throw the first piece, and adjust the 

throwing gauge so that the tip is right next to the top rim of the piece (just leave enough room to get your wire tool in there 

without chopping the rim off). 

Tip 3: Make a Trimming Pan 

A common problem when trimming tall pieces, especially when using a centering guide, is cleaning the enormous mess made 

from all the trimming scraps flying over the standard splash pan. This splash pan has extra-tall walls and will catch virtually 

anything. 

This has the shortest materials list: 

 a large bucket (~20 gallons, I used a beach bucket, the kind with 2 rope handles) 

 maybe some tape, depending on what you use as a cutting tool (I used a skill saw again, and again: I do not recommend 

the skill saw). 

Cut out enough of the bottom of the bucket so that it won’t interfere with the function of your wheel, and then cut it in half. Cut 

enough of the top off of one half so that you can trim comfortably. If the edges are rough or jagged then it wouldn't be a bad idea 

to cover them in tape, but it isn't entirely necessary. You can just rest the 2 halves on your wheel, around the wheel-head like you 

would a splash pan, or you can clamp, tape or tie them together. 

Tip 4: Set Up Your Wheel Area 

I like to throw at a wheel that is boxed in by tables and shelves. The best studio I ever used had the wheels built into large work 

tables so we had tons of room to put tools, ware boards, bats, wedged clay and finished pieces. 

My new studio has a setup similar to a production studio I worked in. my wheel is in front of a long table (that either used to be a 

coffee table, or part of a media center), on my right I have a very low table for my pile of wedged clay and on my left are 2 

cinder-blocks holding up a stack of ware-boards. 

Any variation of this basic setup will make for an efficient studio. Start your day by weighing and wedging your clay(or pugging, 

but that's another article), using your wedging wire, stack it on the low table or box next to your wheel, set your throwing gauge 

to the desired height and move clay from the metaphorical inbox to the outbox. Before you know it you'll be turning out 

hundreds of pieces a day. 

If you’re interested in posting on the Big Ceramic Store blog, shoot us an email at contentrecruitment@vertanagroup.com. 

For more ceramics and pottery related how-tos and articles visit the Big Ceramic 

Store blog at www.bigceramicstore.com/blog! 

mailto:contentrecruitment@vertanagroup.com


WHATS GOING ON IN AND AROUND LAS VEGAS 
 

 

53rd Annual Art in the Park 

 

Wilbur, Bicentennial and Escalante Parks, Boulder City, NV 

Saturday and Sunday, October 3-4, 2015, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Directions: Take US 93 South towards Phoenix/Needles for about 25 miles, stay straight into 

Downtown Historic District of Boulder City following the signs to the event.  You can park on 

the residential streets close to the event, or in paid parking that includes free shuttle service 

to the event.  

    
Aardvark & Zebra Events    Call 702-451-9898 

Aardvark & Zebra will ha a Christmas in August Greenware and Bisque sale.  20% off all 

Christmas Greenware and Bisque for the month of August. 

William Pulse will be teaching some low fire workshops.  The technique is transferrable to 

other temperature ranges: 

 8/22/15 9am-1pm  Sun Disk on Mayco Bottle Cap.  $35.  Bisque $13.  Shading & Antiquing 

 9/12/15 9am-2pm  Bird Vase on Mayco Flat Vase.  $40.  Bisque $14.85.  Watercolor 

 10/10/15 9am-2pm  Pumpkin on Mayco Tall Pumpkin.  $35.  Bisque 27.  Cobblestone 

 11/7/15  9am-2pm  Trumpet Flower on Mayco Elegant Vase.  $35.  Bisque 12.80.  Layering 

  Aardvark & Zebra will be closed the first week of August. 

 

Summerlin Festival of Arts 

 

Downtown Summerlin, 1980 Festival Plaza Drive, Las Vegas 89135 

Saturday and Sunday, October 10-11, 2015, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

 

Nevada Clay Guild General Meeting & 25 year Celebration 

 

Thursday, August 6, 2015, 6:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Glazier’s Marketplace Meeting Room, 8525 W Warm Springs Rd, Las Vegas, NV 89113 

 

 

Sawdust Art Festival’s 49th Annual Summer Show 

 

Location: Laguna Beach, CA 

Friday, June 26 through Sunday, August 30, 2015; open 10 a.m.-10 p.m. daily 

 

If you know of any upcoming events feel free to email: jennmurphypottery@gmail.com 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/1980+Festival+Plaza+Dr,+Las+Vegas,+NV+89135/@36.1500216,-115.3331687,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c8be5510830d37:0x1a4d9025b54971bf


               Nevada Clay Guild Membership and Renewal Application  

Membership benefits include a quarterly newsletter, participation in monthly meetings, workshops, exhibits, 

sales and social events. The membership year begins on August 1 of the current year, and ends on July 31 of the 

following year Members joining after May 1 of any given year shall be considered paid for the year. 

Today’s Date__________________________________ 

Name ________________________________________   Home Phone _______________________________ 

Address ______________________________________   Cell Phone _________________________________ 

_______________________________________________  E-Mail _____________________________________ 

Do you have a personal website?  (    )  Yes    (    )  No If yes, list the address here if you would like it included in 

the Guild membership roster: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you wish to receive the newsletter via:  (  )  E-mail     (  )  Hard Copy - $5 extra per year 

Membership Type – Please select one: (  ) Individual - $35       (  ) Family - $45      (  ) Fulltime Student -- High 

School/College - $15 (  ) Sponsor - $100.00 or more             (  )  Benefactor -  $500 or more 

I am a:  (  )  New Member   (  )  Renewing my membership 

What are your main interests in clay? 

(  ) Hand building   (  )  Wheel   (  )  Slip casting   (  ) Tiles   (  ) Raku    (  ) Electric (  ) Soda                 (  )  Pit fire   

(  )  Woodfire       (  )  Reduction          (  ) Other-Please list: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How many hours a month do you work in clay? _____________________________________________ 

Please check one: (  ) Professional Clay Artist    (  )  Teacher    (  ) Student   (  ) Hobbyist 

                               (  ) Other __________________________________________________________________ 

How did you hear about us? _________________________________________________________________ 

I would like to make a tax-deductible donation to the Guild in the amount of _____________________ 

 

Nevada Clay Guild * P. O. Box 80931 * Las Vegas, NV   89180 www.nevadaclayguild.org 

___________________________________________________________________________________  

Founded in 1990, the Nevada Clay Guild is a non-profit organization incorporated under the laws of the State 

of Nevada.  Donations to the Guild are tax-deductible.      Rev. 7/27/15 


